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Your Excellency Mr. Naoto Kan, Hon'ble Prime Minister of Japan,  

Excellencies,  

Distinguished Guests,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

Assalamu Alaikum and a Very Good Evening to You All.  

 

I am extremely delighted to be in the great country of Japan and in the enchanting city of 

Tokyo. Since my arrival, both my delegation and I were overwhelmed by the warm welcome and 

generous hospitality of your government and friendly people. Please accept, on behalf of my 

delegation, and myself, our sincere thanks.  

Excellency,  

I am also deeply touched by the kind words and the sentiments you have expressed about 

my country, my people, and myself. Indeed, these reflect the strength and sincerity of the 

relations enjoyed between our two countries and peoples.  

The bond of friendship between Japan and Bangladesh is bound by our shared values, 

culture and traditions. The goodwill that the Japanese people, civil society, and political leadership 

cherish for us was clearly demonstrated during our War of Liberation in 1971. It was crystallized 

by your recognition of Bangladesh as a sovereign country in February 1972, a few weeks of our 

victory. The journey of friendship which began then grew from strength to strength.  

The Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, visited Japan in October 

1973 to pay tribute to the Japanese people, and narrated many times to us- his family, anecdotes 

of his memorable experiences of the visit. It was a rare privilege and pure pleasure for 

Bangabandhu to receive the then Crown Prince and Princess who are now your revered and 

gracious Majesties, when they visited Bangladesh in February 1975. It was only when I arrived in 

Japan for the first time in 1993 as Leader of the Opposition, could I fully appreciate my father's 

emotional attachment for your country and your people. I had the same feeling and marveled at 

your country's unique combination of traditional culture with modern innovations.  

My second visit to your beautiful country was as Prime Minister in 1997. The current visit 

is my third one after over a decade in the same role. I am delighted to see that the existing 

strong bond between our two countries have become more intimate than ever before, keeping 

pace with our developmental cooperation. Thus, as we go on to celebrate the 40th Anniversary of 

our diplomatic relations in 2012, we feel proud of our association. Japan has indeed proven to be 

a time-trusted friend with generous and sustained assistance making a visible impact in our 

socio-economic progress.  



Ever since formation of our government after the landslide victory in the general elections 

held on 29 December 2008, we began implementing policies enunciated in our party's election 

manifesto ensuring, amongst others, a sound macro-economic stability, comfortable foreign 

reserve, and an excellent business climate. This earned Bangladesh worldwide recognition as 

being among the Next Eleven Emerging Economies. An Economic Partnership Agreement between 

us now could help reap mutual benefits by exploiting much of our two countries' untapped 

potentials.  

I take this opportunity to request you to encourage Japanese investors to invest in 

investment-friendly Bangladesh. They could relocate their not-so-profitable industries to 

Bangladesh, which is now being considered the second most profitable economy among South 

Asian countries. These investments could also significantly help reduce our adverse trade gap, 

which is now over a billion dollar of import as against US$ 330 million export to Japan.  

Bangladesh and Japan have an enviable working relationship in world affairs. We are 

committed to international peace and security, counter-terrorism, preventing nuclear 

proliferation, eliminating weapons of mass destruction, managing global climate change issues, 

and are signatories of NPT and CTBT. In fact, our common views on most issues of mutual 

concern, goodwill, understanding and complementarities, naturally lead our two countries, 

towards a strategic partnership, which would promote peace worldwide.        

Excellency,  

Your wise and sound steering of your country based on the accepted principles of 

international law in world affairs, and your reform agenda in the domestic front no doubt continue 

to have a far-reaching positive impact on the Japanese economy and people. These simply add to 

Japan's rightful claim for a permanent seat in an expanded UN Security Council, a claim we 

wholeheartedly support.  

Excellencies and Distinguished Guests,  

Earlier, we had an excellent meeting where we identified new areas of cooperation, 

besides ways to expand and strengthen the existing ones. I am convinced that Japan and her 

generous people will stand by our side in our quest for a "Digital Bangladesh" and achieving the 

position of a middle-income country by fulfilling our "Vision 2021", which will coincide with the 

50th Anniversary year of Bangladesh's independence.  

I have now immense pleasure in wishing Prime Minister Mr. Naoto Kan and Madam Kan, 

good health, long life, and all success, and to the friendly people of Japan, peace, progress and 

prosperity.        

I thank you all.  

Khoda Hafez.  

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu  

May Bangladesh Live Forever  

Long Live Bangladesh-Japan Friendship.  

--- 


